HOW TO ENSURE
FRUIT TREE

SUCCESS

TEST THE SITE FOR DRAINAGE

Most fruit trees, except for certain varieties like
pecans and pears, require well-drained soil.
Prolonged waterlogged conditions can suffocate
roots and lead to root rot.

How to test drainage: Dig a hole for planting and
fill it with water. Ideally, the hole should drain
within 30 minutes.

If drainage is poor, consider planting in a raised
bed or amending the soil with organic matter to
improve structure. Alternatively, select a
different location.

SELECT A SITE WITH 6+ HRS
OF FULL SUN EXPOSURE

Why: A sunny location ensures the tree can store
sufficient energy during the growing season.
Avoid planting too close to buildings, fences, or
within potential root zones of other trees as
these can block sunlight and compete for
resources.

Tip: Ensure the chosen site has good air
circulation, as this reduces the risk of fungal
diseases.

Some fruit trees will require a cross-pollinator,
so two trees will be necessary.

AMEND THIN OR ROCKY SOIL

Fruit trees, but especially pecans and pears, can
struggle in thin or rocky soil with limited root
space or nutrients.

Solution: Elevate the growing area by creating a
raised bed with 8-12 inches of quality soil and
compost. This improves root establishment, water
retention, and nutrient availability, giving your
tree a better chance to thrive.

MATCH CHILL HOUR REQUIREMENTS TO YOUR LOCATION

Many fruit trees require a certain number of chill hours (hours between 32°F and 45°F) to break dormancy
and produce fruit. If your area doesn't receive enough chill hours for the tree variety you choose, flowers

may not form properly and the tree may fail to fruit. On the other hand, trees that require fewer chill hours
than your region provides may bloom too early, risking frost damage and jeopardizing production.

Action: Research the average chill hours in your area and choose a tree that matches those growing

conditions.
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