
 
 

Bulbs 

 
Planting bulbs in the fall for springtime bloom is one of the most rewarding and easy gardening tasks 

there is. Everything the plant needs to produce a flower is right there in the bulb itself. These are a few 

tips to ensure success. 

Soil: Your soil should be light and well-drained. Raised beds are ideal but not essential. If your garden 

holds too much water the bulbs can rot during any cool, wet winter season. Adding compost will help 

lighten a heavy soil and is always encouraged in our area. Adding bone meal can be helpful if your soil is 

phosphorous deficient.  

Top and Bottom: Almost all bulbs should be planted ‘pointy side up’ but when in doubt plant the bulb on 

its side. Anemones are notoriously difficult to tell top from bottom.  

Planting depth: Most bulbs should be planted to a depth three times the width of the bulb to ensure 

adequate frost protection. More importantly in our area, proper depth will anchor the larger bulbs so they 

don’t tip over when heavy with bloom. 

Mulch: Any kind of mulch will help with weed control and moisture retention. We like pine straw but 

hardwood mulch or cotton burr compost would work very well if a different aesthetic is desired. 

Water: Freshly planted bulbs should be watered right away – then occasionally through the winter season 

if normal rain is absent. Beware of automatic irrigation systems during a cool, wet period as overwatering 

can quickly promote rot. 

Spent foliage: If you want to keep your bulbs for multiple seasons it is essential to let the foliage fully 

ripen before removing, no matter how unsightly. This allows the bulb to recharge before returning to 

dormancy in the summer-to-fall season.  

Storage: If you can’t plant your bulbs right away, then you should store them in the refrigerator where 

they will keep for up to twelve weeks. Keep away from other fruits like apples and pears as they can emit 

an ethylene gas that can harm the embryonic flower inside. Exceptions are paperwhite narcissus, 

amaryllis, alliums, and anemones which should be kept at a cool room temperature until planting. The 

chilling time can be beneficial for some bulbs, but we try to only carry bulbs with no chill requirements.  
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